FIRE BELOW

amusing to have c singed the King of Spain's
beard/

Then Bell, who was leading, came back to
say that ahead were lights which were not
those of a dwelling, yet did not move.

The slightest reconnaissance was sufficient
to teach us the truth.

The lights were those of two tenders, be-
longing to Riechtenburg troops. They were
standing not twenty feet from the mouth of
the bridle-path. This was picketed. I could
see the movement of soldiers about a fire.
And when I crept closer, I heard a sergeant
reporting how he had placed his men.

" In addition to that, sir," he concluded,
" there are the visiting patrols. I will take
my oath that no one can pass our line."

" Very good/' said his officer. " And, damn
it, mighty quick work. How long is it since
we got here ? "

"Just twenty-five minutes, sir/* was the
proud reply.
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